April 2010 Field & Stream Magazine

Featuring NRS Otter 130 Fishing Package.

SPRING FISHING > WALLEYE SECRETS REVEALED

PLUS: FLOAT FOR TROUT, CATCH A SLAB, CARVE A POPPER, TROLL WITH PRECISION, AND KAYAK FOR GIANT PIKE
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Inflatable rafts with solid frames (hard bot-
- toms) are a safe bet for all-around river fish-
' ing. Pros: You can run rapids and bounce off
rocks that might otherwise scrape (or wreck)
a dory; rafts are also easy to deflate and
transport. Cons: Rafts aren’t as responsive
or quick as dories, especially in flat water.
Ideal application: Trout waters where you
encounter the occasional class Il or higher
rapid. The NRS Otter 130 Fishing Package
($4,950; nrsweb.com) comes rigged and
ready to fish.

F&:S |ESSENTIAL GUIDE | FEOAT-FISHING

HOW TO FLOAT A BIG RIVER, MAN THE OARS SMARTLY, AND CATCH Fl
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IN ALL THE BEST SPOTS
* A dnift boat or a raft can put vou into untold miles of fishing opportunity and gdventura, but you have
able to get the craft into very specilic places. There's a huge difference betwgen jusl

ing & skilled carsman who can put L_‘-':_"',_,I"lll" an T|~=|‘| You must be a
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river fishing. The datails differ from type to type, but thay are typl-
cally wide, high-sided, flat-hulled, extrema-rockar baats. Pros:

The drift boat offers the most stabie plathorm for casting, and it's
easy to maneuver in currents, Gomss You must be a skilled oprs- i

River Boat Guide >

I THE DORY

Ao called a dnft boat, the dory tsuch as the MoKenzie
and the Rogue River dory) was designed specifically for big-

man because crashing inlo rocks can be & once-gnd-done mis- i

take, ldaal applientions Big trout vaters with gentle glides and |
mild to moderate rapids. Tha Boulder Boat Works Convertible

River Tad (55, 295; baubderboatwarks.com), available with
hlgh or low sides, i5.a good choce lor begmnin B FIVET FLInArS.

. f ond bounce off rocks that might othereisa scrape (or wieck) &
"-"-"'F rafts ara also easy to defiate and transport. Cons: Rafts
aren't o5 responsie or qusck s dores, espacially o Ml waber N
[deal applicaifon: Trout waters where you encounter the oc-
| casional Class (| or higher rapid. The NRS Otter 120 Fishing !
| Paakaaps ($4,950; nrswed,com) camas rigged and ready ta fish.

VTHE INFLATABLE RAFT

Infiatabie rafts with solid framas (hend bottoms) gre A sale ‘
bet for all-around river fishing. Pros: You can rmn rapeds ‘

nbie pontoons make them NENtweight. Pros: Pontoons ane
stealthy and efficient on lakes and cadm rivers—and am Uhe most
attordable oplion, Conga A =ingle-pemon boat 12 not designed

for

application: Lakes and resrswnth mild eurrents, The Outeast
Discovery 9-IR (5899, oulcastboals.com) has inflalable pon
toans and weighs only 69 pounds,
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P THE PONTOON BEQAT

Sangle-person pontoon boats ane easy to Mmaneuver, Gna
you get The hang of when Do row and whisn bo cast. Infial.

ey water, and thora's not much gear storape space, Jdaal
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Must rivar rowing Gaft fall into
Ihree categonies, Epch has
benefits and drawljacks:

yourr boat,

weight centerad

perpendiclar to
G,
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Bingla-parson

pontoon boa
lew you the flexibility fo
fich on rivers and lakes
by yourself, but they're
not designed Lo ta
heavy rapids. Even on
Mat walar, you should
always wear 8 PFD and
carry a whistle, n caze
you et separated from

Because il's Impos-
sitvle to waork the oars
and cast affactivaly at
the same time, col
modeks thal allow you
to both row and use
kick fing: A a rula of
thamib, youl shoubd oo
to mowe, and hick to
fish,” Lise your nars 1o
navigate dovwnslneam,
and keep your fins
paintad togs-up so they
don'l catch abstru
tions, When i’ ti
cesl, genthy beat your
ligs wep ARG down while
pointed downstream.
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