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Geared Up
If it’s too cold to get wet, only a drysuit is going to keep you happy - 
the NRS Extreme Relief Drysuit (RRP $900) is durable, waterproof 
and breathable. Basically, it’s a paddler’s best winter friend.

Made from NRS’s proprietary canvas-like ‘Triton’ waterproof-
breathable fabric, the Extreme Relief is so named for the feeling 
enjoyed by the male of the species (and by crafty females with cut 
Coke bottles...) when the call of nature can be answered with a 
quick tear-open of the horizontal crotch zipper. You get into the suit 
via the diagonal zipper that runs down from the right shoulder. Once 
you’re in, thick Latex wrist cuffs, and a latex neck collar (technically 
called ‘gaskets’), in conjunction with some nifty built-in Latex boo-
ties, keep the water out. The suit’s sleeves, legs and neck extend 
well past the Latex, and do up snugly with Velcro-fasteners, and 
rubberised wrist and ankle cuffs.

My Extreme Relief proved breathable enough (layered with next-to-
skin merino and then a thin moisture wicking fleece), and even with-
stood hellish river bank blackberries without so much as a slow leak.
In the foot department, with a thick pair of merino socks inside the 
booties, a pair of NRS Hydrosocks (RRP $58) on the outside, all 
stuffed into a pair of tacky, hard-wearing NRS Attack boots (RRP 
$78), everything stayed warm and dry.

Finally, the cold-handed shouldn’t miss a pair of NRS Maverick 
gloves (RRP $78). Heavy-duty Neoprene with a grippy textured 
palm insulated with flecks of heat reflecting titanium, they actually 
proved a little too toasty during my paddle through the Murray 
Gates.
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